
Face-off Lionfish Derby 
7th June 2023, Castara, Tobago

[bookmark: _heading=h.mjdhvktkhlem]RULES & REGULATIONS
1. Lionfish eligible for entry may only be captured on June 7th between the derby hours of 12:01 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. No previously caught or frozen lionfish will be allowed. However, please keep all lionfish chilled on ice. The Department, in collaboration with the Institute of Marine Affairs and the Castara Fisherfolk Association Reform,  reserves the right to keep and use a sample of the lionfish presented at the scoring station, including usage for cooking and research. 
2. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]All teams/participants must register by completing all necessary forms and participate in the pre-event meeting to be eligible for the Derby. Every team member/participant must also sign the Legal Waiver form and Lionfish Understanding of Risk. If a team member does not sign the forms and fails to submit the forms before the end of the registration deadline,  that team member will not be eligible to participate in the Derby.
3. [bookmark: _heading=h.ysyzrcs9kdlq]Collection of lionfish may occur through the use of SCUBA or freediving. Lionfish may be taken by pole spear or spear gun. No chemicals or other collecting mechanisms are allowed. Caution must be exercised when multiple catching techniques are being used in the same area.
4. [bookmark: _heading=h.2wkcz7634k95]Dive teams must register a minimum of two divers (not including the boat captain). The team must include 1 Boat Captain and up to 6 divers, and pay a registration fee of $100.00 per team member. All divers must dive with at least one buddy. To qualify for prizes, participants must be registered and show proper identification. All SCUBA divers must present their diving certification to register. If the certification is not presented during registration, the diver will not be allowed to participate in the SCUBA category of the tournament. 
5. [bookmark: _heading=h.jbjfxm1tbz06]Participants must have life vests, GPS units and phones/VHF radios to aid in communication. Protective gloves should be worn when handling lionfish. Participants are encouraged to carry a thermos bottle on the boat containing hot, but not scalding water for first aid purposes. 
6. [bookmark: _heading=h.yt1nxun7lw4x]The tournament commences at 12:01 am on June 7th, and all participants are required to call in or text their location and time of departure. A general hunting location should be provided, in case of emergency.
7. [bookmark: _heading=h.br08b4hrjwcr]A hybrid (in-person and/or Zoom) meeting will be held on June 6th for all Team Leaders. Further information will be provided to Team Leaders.
8. [bookmark: _heading=h.dzkk8x5465nb]All fish must be present at Scoring Station at the Castara Fish Facility at or before 2:00 pm to qualify for prizes. Lionfish may be taken anywhere in Tobago waters, except the Buccoo  Reef Marine Park, as long as the collection occurs during Derby hours.  
9. [bookmark: _heading=h.88sd9e9ccdtc]Prizes will be awarded for the Largest lionfish and Smallest lionfish (by weight), the Most lionfish (by fishing effort), and the Greatest total weight of lionfish caught. The fishing effort per team will be determined by the number of landed, divided by the number of divers.
10. [bookmark: _heading=h.fm5qdlomule]Only one entry per category is allowed from teams or individuals. 
11. [bookmark: _heading=h.4whxi42nzc28]If fewer than 3 entries are received in any category, the remaining awards will be left unclaimed. 
12. [bookmark: _heading=h.8l032dszdsk5]Any live lionfish at Scoring Station will be euthanized in ice water prior to being measured. 
13. [bookmark: _heading=h.filmtjc0zult]All entrants agree to allow Derby officials, IMA and media to take and use photos for media and promotional purposes. 
14. [bookmark: _heading=h.sv9plfaheh01]The Derby takes place regardless of weather conditions. Captains make the decision about whether to venture out. 
15. [bookmark: _heading=h.ut74l59zh1nf]Any decisions of the Derby officials are final. 
16. [bookmark: _heading=h.m5pnrsvvpn4f]In the event of a tie, the winning team will be determined by the earliest recording of its lionfish at the Scoring Station. 
17. [bookmark: _heading=h.rwyhxo26uzub]The Lionfish Derby is an honour system tournament with the captain being responsible for team compliance with the Rules. 
18. [bookmark: _heading=h.fuq0gatw3iuw]Anyone found violating Derby Rules by the Derby Officials will be disqualified from receiving any prizes. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.r1f2ltoast4r]
[bookmark: _heading=h.vtx0ukpxug0n]
REGISTRATION: 	
Department of Marine Resources and Fisheries, MILSHIRV Front Desk
May 17th - 31st 2023
9:00am - 4:00pm

TEAM LIAISON/LEADERS MEETING: 	
June 2nd 2023
Castara Fish Facility
10:00am

TOURNAMENT: 	
June 7th 2023
Castara Fish Facility
6:00am - 2:00pm

ANALYSIS OF SCORES:	
June 7th 2023
Castara Fish Facility
2:00pm
[bookmark: _heading=h.t57riivb67ev]
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