Face-off Lionfish Derby 
7th June 2023, Castara, Tobago


[bookmark: _heading=h.2et4mwnqhxfz]UNDERSTANDING OF RISK
[bookmark: _heading=h.drjbvxuwzo86]Overview 
The lionfish, a member of the scorpionfish family, is native to the South Pacific and Indian Oceans and is an invasive alien species that has recently come to our waters. Lionfish are voracious predators and prolific breeders, with one female laying up to 2 million eggs a year. The fish is venomous and a danger to divers and swimmers in the water. If the fish is not controlled, it can decimate reef fish and destroy the delicate reef ecosystems, severely impacting Tobago's reef-based tourism industry and our fisheries. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.403ity8wcbv9]Venomology 
Spines located at the dorsal, ventral and anal fins contain venomous tissue along the length of the spine. A sheath or skin covers the spine and glandular tissue which, when exposed in the act of puncture, releases venom into the wound. Severities and reactions to stings can vary, however, lionfish stings are not known to be lethal. Reactions to venom typically include localized,  moderate to severe, pain and swelling, which normally subsides with hours and with first-aid treatment. Complications or increased severity of reactions could result from allergic reactions or severe punctures. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.k6es7ik2e3rj]First Aid TreatmentIllustration of the Lionfish ( ) highlighting venomous spines (Source: http://www.lionfishhunters.org/)


Heat and time reduce the effect of this venom. Cleaning and sterilization of the affected area are important to prevent infection. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Participation’s Declaration
Participation in this derby is voluntary, as is all contact, direct or otherwise, with the lionfish. Notwithstanding this, I understand these risks and am willing to take part in this derby anyway. 

Name (PRINT): ______________________________  

Signature: ____________________________		                  Date: __________________________
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Venomous Dorsal Fin Spines
(on top), Compliments of
Vone Research, Inc.
visit us on the web at
LionfishHunters.org

FIN LOCATOR

Dorsal Fin

Caudal Fin
(the tail)

Not Venomous
=3

Anal Dorsal
Pectoral Fin
(on the side)
Not Venomous

Venomous Anal Fin Spines
(bottom rear)

Venomous Pelvic Fin Spines

(bottom front)

(Source: http://www.lionfishhunters.org/)

Spines located at the dorsal, ventral and anal fins contain venomous tissue along the length of the spjne.
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